
 

 

 

 

 

To all our customers, 

On June 27, 2019, the FDA released an update saying that it is “continuing to investigate and 
gather more information in an effort to identify whether there is a specific dietary link to 
development of DCM.” More specifically, its update provides no causative scientific link between 
DCM and grain-free diets. There have not been any cases of DCM linked to North Paw. 

Millions of dogs eat and are thriving on grain-free dog food. FDA’s investigation focuses on 
certain ingredients that figure more prominently in some pet food products labeled as grain-free, 
including legumes like peas or lentils, other legume seeds, and potatoes. FDA has not identified 
any established link between certain ingredients and incidents of DCM. 

The exact cause of these cases of DCM is still unknown and may be the result of many factors, 
including dog breeds/genetics, toxins, nutritional deficiencies, allergies and other diseases. Low 
levels of Taurine have also been associated with some cases of DCM. 

Taurine is an amino acid which is supplied from the food and can be created in the body. Taurine 
is created by using two other amino acids: Cysteine and Methionine. In your pet’s diet, Taurine 
only comes from animal protein (meat) sources. This means that the total balance of all protein 
sources (meat, plant and grains) need to be considered when balancing a pet food formulation.  

All our foods are formulated to and above AAFCO standards. At North Paw, we not only have 
Taurine coming from our natural ingredients, but we add more of it to the food to eliminate the 
risk of Taurine deficiency. There have been no cases linked to North Paw and DCM and we’re 
confident it will stay this way as we continue to monitor the levels of amino acids and Taurine in 
our foods. We will continue to provide healthy, nourishing food for all pets, and we thank you for 
putting your trust in us. 

 

 

 


